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Rawdon Homeowners Association Architectural Guidelines 

 
Architectural Review Purpose: The purpose of architectural review is to insure that alterations 
or additions are in harmony with existing structures, as to style, color, and size.  Further the 
Association, through architectural control and other restrictions, shall be for the purpose of 
enhancing and protecting the value, desirability, and attractiveness of the real property.  
Mandatory review and written approval is required before any changes can be made to any home 
or lot.  No construction, erection, or installation of any improvement shall be undertaken upon 
the properties.  And, no subsequent alteration or modification of any existing improvements may 
be undertaken on any of the properties without prior review and express written approval of the 
Homeowners Association, or by an architectural committee composed of three (3) or more 
representatives appointed by the Association.  Failure to follow procedures can result in removal 
of infraction and/or fines. 
 
  Architectural Review Committee   

The Rawdon Homeowner’s Association has appointed an Architectural Review 
Committee of three or more representatives of the Association to review proposed 
architectural change.  General guidelines for proposed changes and the application 
procedures are described in the following sections. 

 
  Application Process 

Homeowners desiring to make changes to the exterior of their home or lot are required to 
adhere to the following procedure.  Complete a “Architectural Change Request Form” 
and submit the request, along with the following information, to Morgan’s Property 
Management, PO Box 71294, Durham, NC 27722. 

 
Required information 
Foundation survey or similar site plan of existing improvements and property lines.  Foundation 
survey or similar site plan showing proposed improvements, including dimension, profiles view, 
pictures, or other similar information to indicate the final appearance of the improvement.  
Description of color (include color samples), construction material, or other relevant information. 
 
Notification of surrounding owners.  In some cases improvements projects greatly affect the 
surrounding neighbors.  Although final approval rests with the Architectural Review committee, 
the Committee reserves the right to notify your neighbors of your proposed plans.  Homeowners 
are required to list the adjoining property owner’s names and address on the Architectural 
Change Request Form that is to be submitted. 
 
The Architectural Review Committee will meet to review the request and will respond within a 
maximum of thirty days.  Indicating that the request is either: approved, denied or approved with 
modifications or additional information is required. 
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Appeals. In the event a homeowner is not satisfied with the decision reached by the Architectural 
Review Committee, the homeowner may appeal the decision of the ARC to the Homeowners 
Association. 
 
Guidelines and General Considerations. The following guidelines and general considerations 
cover many of the common types of improvements made by homeowners. They are general 
guidelines and should not be considered pre-approval of the application. Also, variations to the 
guidelines are allowed when extenuating circumstances exist. 
 
Major Additions. Major additions include improvements such as rooms, garages, greenhouses, 
screened porches, sun rooms, storage buildings, deck extensions, patios, etc. that are permanent 
installations to the property. 
 
The design of major additions must be similar in style to the existing and surrounding structures. 
These include but are not limited to color, siding, roof pitch, etc. 
 
The location of the addition must not unnecessarily restrict the view or enclose the property of 
adjoining owners. 
 
The Association may require the addition of shrubbery, trees, and minor landscape changes to 
maintain the natural harmony of the property with the adjoining property. 
 
Due to the complexity and cost of detailed plans, preliminary approval of proposed major 
additions can be obtained. If preliminary approval is granted, submittal of complete plans and 
final review and approval is still required. 
 
Basketball backboards and goals:  must be installed in such a way so as to remain as 
unobtrusive as possible and must be utilized in such a way that the activity is restricted to normal 
waking hours and is not offensive. 
 
Backboards may be attached directly to the house or installed freestanding adjacent to the 
driveway. A minimum distance of thirty feet from the street is required. 
 
Substantial advertising on the backboards shall not be permitted. 
 
Clotheslines: Clotheslines are not permitted in Rawdon 
 
Dog/Cat Houses Kernels. Runs: Areas for animals must be installed in such a way that they are 
screened from surrounding property and streets. The installation of shrubbery will, in most cases, 
be required.  Chain link dog pens are not allowed. 
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Fencing: Fencing is often the most controversial issue regarding architectural review. The 
competing issues of openness and privacy are at direct odds. Fencing usually has a greater 
impact on adjoining property owners than any other type of improvement. 
 
  The maximum height for fences is 48 inches above the natural grade. 
  Fences may not extend toward the street beyond the rear corner of the dwelling. 
  Natural treated wood is the preferred material for fences.  
  No chain link fences are allowed. 
 
Landscaping and Planting: Landscaping must be designed to compliment the house and site; 
must be in harmony with the overall Rawdon neighborhood landscape; and must not be 
detrimental to neighboring property. Landscaping plans in general do not require prior approval 
except when they include the installation of new plant beds, hedges or screening, birdbaths, 
gazebos, patios, walks, planters, compost storage, retaining walls, sculptures, yard art (except 
for, if seasonal /holiday decorations, which must be removed within 30 days after the Holiday), 
walkways, visible borders (such as landscape timbers) and similar structural or decorative 
elements.  However, the RHA reserves the right to review all landscaping concerns when 
requested by two or more Rawdon Homeowners 
 
Trees, hedges, and shrubs, which restrict sight lines for vehicular traffic, will not be allowed. In 
the event that existing vegetation obstructs sight lines, cutting or removal will be required. 
 
Trees, hedges, and shrubs, which unduly restrict the view of other amenities from other 
properties, will not be allowed. In the event existing vegetation obstructs the view from adjoining 
properties, cutting or removal may be required. 
 
Lines of shrubbery along property boundaries will be considered fences and will be reviewed as 
such. 
 
All landscaping elements must not be intrusive and must be appropriate to their surroundings. 
Size, scale, color and materials are important criteria for acceptability. Whenever possible, the 
use of natural materials is preferred and encouraged. Visible plastic or wire border fencing is 
specifically not allowed. 
 
All landscaping (especially the manicuring/cutting of ones lawn) must be maintained on a 
regular basis consistent with the overall Rawdon landscape. 
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Painting/Staining &  Exterior Color Changes: Approval is required for changes in paint or stain 
colors from the original approved color. Colors must be harmonious with the other colors in the 
Rawdon Association. Color samples must be included with the application. 
 
Play Equipment:   Play equipment must be placed in the rear yard in such a way that it is not 
visually obtrusive to adjoining property. Equipment constructed from natural materials is 
preferred and encouraged. 
 
Playhouses are considered major additions and will be reviewed as such. 
 
Satellite Dishes:   Satellite dishes should be no larger than eighteen (18) inches in diameter.  
They are required to be mounted to the house, out of view from the streets of Rawdon. 
 
Storage Buildings:   Storage buildings are major additions and will be reviewed as such. 
Prefabricated metal storage buildings are not permitted. 
 
Spas/Hot Tubs:  Spas and hot tubs must be located in the rear yard so that the noise from use and 
operational equipment does not adversely affect the use of adjoining property. All pipes, wiring, 
and mechanical equipment must be concealed. Installation of the appropriate fencing, decking, 
and safety equipment will be required.   
  Above ground swimming pools are not permitted. 
 
Tree Removal: Trees may not be removed unless a specific reason exists such as disease or 
damage, harmful to other plantings or structures or as part of an overall landscape change where 
additional plantings are being installed. 
 
Trees damaged or uprooted as the result of storm or other event may be pruned or removed 
without approval. 
 
Mail Boxes:  US Postal Service approved mail boxes of in the size of jumbo (23 ½”x 11 ½”x15”) 
in black or a solid color which is in harmony with the exterior colors of the home are considered 
“standard’s to Rawdon. They are to be mounted on a wood post painted a solid color, which is in 
harmony with the exterior colors.  All other colors, designs, etc. require architectural review. 
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